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I& Christmas ti me: 0&lamaqguiand ya af wrirlyl abgeeas tédglal uwmpap pgd
to your door. His face is blackened wi tdh tsioceodt ,u paonnd h
Movi nggddatil 9ng i sfga amalgegeerdi ng a great birchbark mask \
hank of flax for a beard. A band of singers foll ows
anonymous, faceless, becawsed trheyuadrse ocfa rtreyaiemmgbhoguets iafr
the good of t hfen dwthoilse lvad llagcek t o say anything if you
nt ergirnagnap a@awns around with the owner odl abghthewusies I
afflaitmhel@ he starfyyesabkeatp mgmpgthley falls over dead. Me
when they come to a |ine about the goat reviving, it
wi t h:
Where the goat treads,
There the wheat grows!
With each flick of his tail),
A whole sheaf appears,
With each footfall,
A shock of grain arises!
At midwinter, the fields and forests of northern Eul
dose of analogical magi cd)weallll, wiid | Sprmpirng.g bhawkt tloi Ke
Bel arubBajppseki ke most of Europ@wehwsase Dawpg ovehlié&hhr arsuencz
- from Christmas Eve,
ey e A 24, wuntil Epiphany,
L e
K‘u :-U,_h..q_'_ dar kest , deadest pe
et b W\ year, the winter so
: at any rate, are th
p]
Bl ra Wicinhskaja voblasé L RUSSIA Catholics and Prote
- Bigesonan sodaocis | Orthédoxmaj ority in
L still use the Juli a
1 k = is now 13 days behi
. ! Minskaja voblast g‘l.l
Ty .a..-"‘_’j Mirchow aodinooys \‘H,___H
(- Y Minsk Mahilioiskaja ]
]IHrndnenskaia Wirics vohlase Mampmf Belarus, sho
| voblase AAartaRT R AR S its position betw
' rpodaswckan . and Pol and. The
I — {J’“u_,f" Bel arus speak the
POLAND | \ |l anguage, a type
| Slavic |ike Russi
__.-"--- Bresckaja voblasd Ukrainian (POlISh
/ mimﬁnﬂuﬁ Homielskaja voblasé ~ fo West Slavic).
i Fomeaucwan solnociys 4§ dialect divisions
) i the separation of
[~ Slavic tribes in
,__Jfl H._h mill ennium AD, Be
{ ‘-‘JVK-.IIHJ-I-I.I‘\;-'—'\ descending from t
UKRAINE Dregovichi tribe,
settled in this a
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Gregorian; so Julian Christmas falls on Gregorian Jan

mi dwi nter customs, which focus on bringing back the |
the emphasis is on bringing back what wil!/ mai ntain |
Large furry beasts abound during the Twelve Days, no:
as evil spirits co@nifngr ttiol istty,aladg hfeawli é ¥ a@Pket Sarvee el e w
must be tricked and kept at bay wuntil -wdrel ch.ol yEIEgd whaer
Hero character must vanquish the Beast character (mas
Bul garia.MMo®dr sxtauryes (agile village |l ads with scary I
the evil spirits (and citizens too!) by their noisy p
Wal es. Househol ders protect themselves by putting ou
propitiatory goodies, such as milk and cookies, next

(Sound familiar? That custom st abutreodp ewaint.hy t he Romans
But in Belarusrehéumel esspieent as sheecode fliice@ti nbtr heagwin

you have to wait through mont h
before you begi mMwid hs evo ntelme rt e
bul ge of the baby; with c¢rops,
rn sown the previous fall

rtility becomemasipherictancree a. )
oddentourage, the traditonal
rolers, often dress in costu
rking evil spirits.kalThaedyson
us kiodn §dwp word going all the
| enfdiarest day opWwhéheemount hwor
|l endarOriginally, apparentl vy,
re perfor med n the first da
first day o the fINeaws & ear ,
ility for rich harvests ov
e off the dedhordfldow hhesy tdh
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f
fer i
e
wp otritmeel i nto the next year
rmed all through the Twel:
celebration of both New Y
became all the more i mpor
essed ChristmasXal anmaavwi nd
s to -they whbébrati on.

gical magic to produce
be carried out in as m
plenty as possible. S
most, e tables are | aden wit
diwmi tte spirits what is wante:i
kal tsadiyger s are | oaded with all/l
goodies for their efforts, bey
given tdiguesltTh(ee feasts in |
Kul omiKaut siare traditional. The
Eve, at the start of Kaliady,

o =

i cal Bel arusian costume
and salt to guests.
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cloth over a pad of&smaragern hberpoer ohelmsgs serve 12
the 12 Apostles, butttmoamse fofsht hemgredbmest pancakes,
Sso on. Th&ult#d medlif sSHiuRjuis&smeaadce from wheat, honey, popi
(Fig.. 2 A spoonful of this porridge is always set out
of the feast are |l eft on the table till morning for
occurs on&N&weYeamen all foods are wel come; and the
of the great midwinter festival
iy T , @\\ :
Fi g.Thz: most essential part
feasts, the kulcia or kutsi
made from many of the most
~ fruits,danndagiruatrsi an custom |
back for millennia.
During Soviet times, Christian customs were replace:q

parti cthlrar,giqigf tSt .S &mtcd oddvasy s.epl acledi wzt ead) gMdRIWDSEZS i an
Ded Mpyr - zif@rearmdflayt heamd Fa ofse mal SEnegmp aowkaw Mat Hen,

former dressed in red, thecobaeéet ep.hondypmodwdeds bdfues wmontd
during Kaliady and parade togetrh@g), 3ho oluglhp t el cot me ei

May you, too, have a happy one!

O0El i zabeth Wayl a
Figln3Belarus during the Twelve Days of Christmas, ¢
and The Snow Maiden and have a grand parade through
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