FOLK DANCE SCENE First Class Mail
19 Village Park Way U.S. POSTAGE
Santa Monica, CA 90405 P Al D

Los Angeles, CA
Permit No. 573

First Class Mall

rl‘

JOHN (IVAN) FILCICH V

Dated Material , S ' “ A LIFE IN THE CIRCLE DANCE

ORDER FORM
Please enter my subscription to FOLK DANCE SCENE for one year beginning with the next published issue.
Subscription rate.: $18/year U.S.A., $20/year Canada or Mexico,. $25/year other countries - - ) ) A FILM BY ANKICA PETROVIC
Published monthly except for June/July and December/January Issues. : i A

NAME

E-MAIL PHONE

ADDRESS STATE

CITY ZIP -

Please mail subscription orders to the address at the top left corner of this page.
(Allow 6-8 weeks for subscription to start if order is mailed after the 10th of the month.) Published by the Folkdance Federation of California, South

Volume 50, No. 5 June/July 2014



Folk Dance Scene Committee

Coordinator

Calendar

On the Scene

Club Directory

Dancers Speak
Federation Corner
Proofreading Editor
Design and Layout Editors
Business Managers

Circulation
Subscriptions
Advertising

Printing Coordinator
Marketing
Contributing Editor
Contributing Editor
Jill and Jay Michtom

10824 Crebs Ave.
Northridge, CA 91326

Jay Michtom

Gerri Alexander

Jill Michtom

Steve Himel

Sandy Helperin
Beverly Barr

H. Barbara Cutler
Pat Cross, Don Krotser
Gerda BenZeev
Nancy Bott

Sandy Helperin
Gerda BenZeev
Steve Himel

Irwin Barr

Bob, Gerri Alexander
Richard Duree
Marge Gajicki

Gerda BenZeev
19 Village Park Wa

Santa Monica, CA 90405 Newport Beach, CA 92660

editor@FolkDanceScene.org
calendar@FolkDanceScene.org

ots@FolkDanceScene.org

directory@FolkDanceScene.org

ds@FolkDanceScene.org

fedcorner@FolkDanceScene.org
proof@FolkDanceScene.org
design@FolkDanceScene.org
business@FolkDanceScene.org

circulation@FolkDanceScene.org
subscriptions@FolkDanceScene.org
ads@FolkDanceScene.org

marketing@FolkDanceScene.org
richard.duree@sbcglobal.net

folkmotif@aol.com

Steve Himel
1524 Vivian Ln.

(818) 368-1957
(818) 363-3761
(818) 368-1957
(949) 646-7082
(310) 391-7382
(310) 202-6166
(818) 782-6715
(323) 255-3809
(310) 399-2321
(310) 475-6112
(310) 391-7382
(310) 399 2321
(949) 646-7082
(310) 202-6166
(818) 363-3761
(949) 981-3273
(562) 439-7380
Sandy Helperin

4362 Coolidge Ave.
Los Angeles, CA90066

Folk Dance Scene

Copyright 2014 by the Folk Dance Federation of California, South, Inc., of which this is the official publication. All rights reserved. Folk

Dance Sceneis published ten times per year on a monthly basis except for combined issues in June/July and December/January. First
class postage is paid in Los Angeles, CA, ISSN 043@8751.

Folk Dance Sceneis published to educate its readers concerning the folk dance, music, costumes, lore and culture of the peoples of
the world. It is designed to inform them of the opportunities to experience folk dance and culture in Southern California and else-

where.

SUBMISSIONS: Information to be included in the Sceneshould reach the editor by the 10th of the month preceding publication. We
reserve the right to edit all submissions for space considerations. Electronic submission (including all photos) is required. Views ex-
pressed in Sceneare solely the opinions of the authors. Neither Scenenor the Federation assumes responsibility for the accuracy of

the information sent in.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Subscription orders and renewals should be addressed to Gerda Befieev. The subscription rate is $18 per year,
USA , $20 for Canada or Mexico, $25 for other foreign countries. Change of address or circulation problems should be addressel to
Gerda BenZeev; see table above.

ADVERTISING: Ads must be consistent with the purposes of the magazine, accompanied by full payment, and either cameraready on

bright white paper or 300 dpi electronic format (TIF, JPG, or PDF). Ads that are not camera -ready will be returned, or an additi onal fee

will be charged to make the ad camera-ready.

Size (width x length)
1/4 page (30
1/ 2 page (60

x 3 1/ 209)

X 3 1/ 20 or $B0 X

Federation Club Others
$10 $15
70) $25
$25 $40

Ful page (60 x 7 1/ 209)

Folk Dance Scene

On the cover: John Filcich - now and then

To: ads@FolkDanceScene.org

Folk Dance Scene Ads
1524 Vivian Lane
Newport Beach, CA 92660

SANTA MONICA COLLEGE
INT’L DANCE CLUB
Tue, Thu 11:15am-12:35

(310) 284-3638 James Zimmer
SANTA MONICA, Santa Monica
College Clock Tower or LS Bldg
1900 Pico Blvd

TOPANGA CANYON INT’L Fd
Fri 9:30am-11:00am

(310) 455-1051 Melanie Kareem
TOPANGA, Froggy’s Restaurant, 1105
N. Topanga Canyon Blvd.

UCLA BALLROOM CLUB
UCLA INT’L FOLKDANCERS
Mon 7:00-9:00 (ballroom dance)

Mon 9:00-11:00 (folk dance)

(310) 284-3636 James Zimmer
UniversityDanceClubs@yahoo.com
WESTWOOD, UCLA Ackeman
Union Room 2414

Beginners’ Classes

CABRILLO FOLK DANCERS
Tue 7:00-8:00

(858) 459-1336 Georgina
SAN DIEGO, Balboa Park Club
Balboa Park

CONEJO VALLEY FD
Wed 7:30

(805) 241-8563 Kathy Lemmon
THOUSAND OAKS, Hillcrest Center,
403 W Hillcrest Dr

ETHNIC EXPRESS
Wed 6:30-7:30 closed holidays

(702) 732-4871 Richard Killian
LAS VEGAS, Charleston Heights Art
Center, 800 S. Brush St.

ISRAELI DANCING-Natalie Stern
(818) 343-8009 Natalie Stern

L.A., American Jewish Univ. Dance
Studio, 15600 Mulholland. Mon noon-
1:00 Wed 7:00-8:00 Thu 12:05-1:05

KAYSO FOLK DANCERS
Fri 9:30am-10:30

(619) 469-7133 Evelyn George
SAN DIEGO, Balboa Park,
Casa del Prado room 206 St.

LAGUNA WOODS FD
(949) 770-7026 Miriam Kahn

Wed 5:30-6:00.
LAGUNA WOODS, (Wed) Clubhouse
2, 24112 Moulton Pkwy.

PASADENA CO-OP
Fri 7:45-8:30 janrayman@charter.net

(818) 790-8523 Jan Rayman
PASADENA, Throop Mem. Church
300 S. Los Robles (at Del Mar)

SAN DIEGO INTL FD
Wed 7:00-9:30

(858) 571-2730 Kin Ho
SAN DIEGO, Balboa Park Club,
Presidents Way off Park, Balboa Park

SKANDIA FOLK DANCE
Mon 7:00-7:30 Wed 7:30

(714) 893-8888 Ted Martin
(310) 827-3618 Sparky Sotcher
ANAHEIM, Community Ctr,
250 E Center (Mon)

CULVER CITY, Lindberg Park,
5041 Rhoda Way (Wed)
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WEST L. A. FOLK DANCERS
Mon 7:30-8:30

(310) 202-6166 Beverly Barr
WEST L.A., Brockton School
1309 Armacost Ave

Exhibition Groups

CLAN MACLEOD DANCERS
Mon 7:30-9:30

(818) 761-4750 Deanna St Amand
EAGLE ROCK, Women’s 20th
Century Club, 5105 Hermosa Ave.

KARPATOK HUNGARIAN
FOLK ENSEMBLE
Wed 8:00

(310) 350-1135 Livia Schachinger
LOS ANGELES, United Magyarhaz,
1975 Washington

KRAKUSY POLISH
FOLK DANCE ENSEMBLE
Fri 7:30-10:30 Sat 2:00-4:15

(626) 827-7338 Ela Romuzga
LOS ANGELES, Polish
Parish Hall, 3424 W Adams Blvd.

SCANDIA DANCERS
(714) 840-8293 Stefanie Holzman

BELLFLOWER, Woman’s Club

SYRTAKI INT’L
PERFORMING GROUP
Wed evening

(949) 715-9788 Lee Otterholt
LAGUNA WOODS, Clubhouse 2

UCSB MIDDLE
EAST ENSEMBLE
Tue 7:00 - 10:00

(805) 967-7125 Scott

(805) 687-8823 Alexandra
SANTA BARBARA, Gehringer
Music Bldg., UCSB Campus
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VESELO SELO FOLKDANCERS
Sat 8:00-11:00

(949) 573-1585 Kathy Molga
ANAHEIM, Community Center, 250
E. Center Street.

VINTAGE ISRAELI DANCING
1 Sat per month confirm 8:16 - 12:00

(818) 881-7494 noon-midnight, Louis
dovbyrd@aol.com

SHERMAN OAKS, Anisa's School
of Dance, 14252 Ventura Blvd.

WEST LOS ANGELES
FOLK DANCERS
Mon 7:45-10:30

(310) 202-6166 Beverly Barr
WEST L.A., Brockton School
1309 Armacost Ave.

WEST VALLEY
FOLK DANCERS
Fri 7:15-10:00
(818) 348-6133 Lila Aurich
CANOGA PARK, Senior Center
7326 Jordan Ave

WESTCHESTER LARIATS
Mon 3:30-8:30

(310) 625-9962 Nickie Burrell
LOS ANGELES, Westchester
Methodist Church, 8065 Emerson

WESTWOOD CO-OP
Thu 7:30

(310) 202-6166 Beverly Barr
WEST L.A., F. Mahood Senior Center,
11338 Santa Monica Blvd.

Non—Federation Clubs

ANAHEIM INT’L
FOLKDANCERS
Wed 7:30-9:30

(562) 941-0069 Nancy Atwood
ANAHEIM, Unitarian Church,
511 S Harbor

Folk Dance Scene

BEVERLY BARR DAYTIME
CLASSES
(310) 202-6166 or (310) 478-4659

SHERMAN OAKS, Senior Center,
5056 Van Nuys Blvd. Mon 1:30-3:00
BEVERLY HILLS, La Cienega Park
Community Cntr, 8400 Gregory Way
Tue 10:45am-12:30

CULVER CITY, Culver City Senior
Center, northwest corner Culver &
Overland, Wed 12:30-2:00

CAFE AMAN
2nd Sat 7:30-11:30. Teach 7:30-8:30

madelyntaylor@hotmail.com
ianprice@hotmail.com

WEST LA, Pacific Arts Center 10469
Santa Monica Blvd

CAL TECH FOLKDANCERS
Tue 7:30

(626) 797-5157 Nancy Mulligan
PASADENA, Cal Tech Campus,
Dabney Hall, parking off Del Mar

DESERT DANCERS
Tue 7:00-9:00 (Scottish)

Thu 7:15-9:30 (International
(760) 446-6752 Nora Nuckles
RIDGECREST, Hi Desert Dance
Center 725 S. Gateway St.

DESERT INT’L FOLK DANCERS
Tue 7:30-9:30

(760) 327-8684 Dwight Fine
(760) 342-1297 Helen Smith
PALM SPRINGS, Step By Step Dance
Studio 316 N. Palm Canyon

FOLK DANCE CENTER
Every Evening. For schedule: (619)

466-4043, www.folkdancecenter.org
SAN DIEGO, 4569 30th Street

FOLK DANCE CLASS
(310) 652-8706 Tikva Mason

LOS ANGELES, Robertson Rec Ctr.
1641 Preuss Mon 10:00-11:30am.
L.A., Fairfax Senior Citizen Center,
7929 Melrose Ave Wed 10:30am-noon
L.A., Pan Pacific Senior Center, 141 S.
Gardner St, Thu 10:00-11:30am
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FRIDAY NIGHT L.LLE.E.
Fri 8:00-11:00
www.lifebalkandancers.com
worldancel @gmail.com Sherry
WEST L.A., Pacific Arts Center
10469 Santa Monica Blvd.

ISRAELI DANCING-James Zimmer
Tues 7:30-12:00

(310) 284-3638 James Zimmer
Israelidance@yahoo.com
L.A., Westside JCC, 5870 W Olympic

ISRAELI DANCING-Natalie Stern
(818) 343-8009 Natalie Stern

L.A.,American Jewish Univ Dance
Studio, 15600 Mulholland Mon
10:00am-11:45 & noon-1:00 Tue
10:30am-noon Wed 7:00-9:30; Thu
10:15am-1:05

ISRAELI DANCING-Yoni Carr
(619) 227-0110 Yoni

NEWPORT BEACH, Avant Garde
Ballroom, 4220 Scott Dr Sun 7:00-12
SAN DIEGO, Infinity Sport Dance
Center, 4428 Convoy St Thu 7:00

KAYSO FOLK DANCERS
Fri 9:30am-1:00
(619) 469-7133 Evelyn George
SAN DIEGO, Balboa Park,
Casa del Prado room 206 St

SAN DIEGO FOLK DANCERS
Mon 7:30-9:30
(858) 571-2730 Kin Ho
SAN DIEGO, Balboa Park Club,
Balboa Park

SAN PEDRO KOLO DANCERS
Mon 7:30-9:30
(310) 832-1074 Pauline Klak
SAN PEDRO, Dalmatian-American
Club, 1639 S Palos Verdes St.

SANTA BARBARA
BALKAN FOLK DANCERS
Wed 8:00-10:30
(805) 682-4511 Luis Goena
SANTA BARBARA, Oak Park Stage,
corner Junipero and Calle Real
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Editorséo

John Filcich is our feature of this issue, as we note
his contributions to folk dance. You can celebrate his

life with him in not one, but two parties - detailed in
the Calendar and on the Scene.

Thirty questions challenge your knowledge of folk
dance facts (answers given later), thanks to Rich
Duree.

Read what your fellow dances have to say -

including John - in Dancers Speak and Poetry Corner.

The Club directory is the full version in this issue.
Be of good cheer!

Pat Cross and Don Krotser prospective dancers to come in and try folk dancing.
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Federation South Officers

President Marshall Cates (626) 792-9118
Vice-President Kathy Molga (949) 573-1585
Treasurer Rick Bingle (626) 914-4006
Secretary Pauline Klak (310) 832-1074
Membership Steve Himel (949) 646-7082
Historian Wen-Li Chang (626) 500-5035
Publicity Leslie Halberg (661) 296-0481

For information about dancing in the area, contact the
Federation at (310) 478-6600 or Federation website:
SoCalFolkdance.org

OPEN LETTER TO THE FEDERATION
Subject: Federati on

Disclaimer: The following represents the opinions
of the author only, and does not necessarily reflect
those of the Folk Dance Scene Committee.

The Folk Dance Federation of California (which is
the official name for what we in the South, call the
has a program called the Promotion Fund. It

are aware of it. Is it designed to help clubs and
individuals fund events which would help promote
folk dancing. It seems to me to be an excellent idea,
and to my way of thinking is, or should be, the main
purpose of having a
better use for the finances of Federation.
The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the
concept, and encourage adopting it, or a
modification of it, for us in the South (officially the
Folk Dance Federation of California, South). Some

years ago we started something similar on a smaller

scale. The South would underwrite expenses for an
event, (primarily a festival) up to $400. This was
utilized by a number of clubs, and made holding
such events possible. It also in some cases allowed
the admission to be free, thus encouraging

Then the limit was reduced to $300, and would only
cover 75% of the cost. While still helpful, | felt it was
a step in the wrong direction, since many clubs had

serious financial problems and could not afford even

een in existence since 2005, but few of us here

the 25pmy&c.o Pl us, rising ex
costs exceed the | imit. So
event s, or 6went into the h

By contrast, the North will reimburse up to $2000
per event (to a total of $6000 for the year). It does
require that the application state how the event will
promote folk dancing, and the awarding is decided
by a committee of three people. Of course, the
applicants must be a member or a club of the
Federation.

Our treasury can well afford this, and | feel it is
important for us to do so. We have seen many
camps close, many clubs dwindle in attendance, or
go out of business altogether. The number of
festivals per year used to be practically one per
month, and it is now reduced to 3 or 4 a year. It is
time to act before folk dancing dries up entirely!
More events would surely help prevent this.

| call upon the South to set up a small committee
to study what the North has done, make a
recommendation to the Council, and have it
approved by the next Council meeting.

Jay Michtom
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John Filcich

Club Directory

Being exposed to folk dancing by seeing a summer
festival one Sunday afternoon in a park in Oakland,
California in 1947, | said that that's for me --next time
I'm going to be there dancing with them. An
announcement said that a
starting at the high school so there | was, and soon
dancing up to seven nights a week. | remembered the
kolo dancing at every event back in Gary and danced
kolos in the San Francisco area ethnic events. The
very next year | formed an ethnic group, the Yugoslav
Folk Dancers commonly known in the community as
‘the kolo group'. We met every Wednesday at a
school, for fun, and also to prepare for exhibiting at
both ethnic and folk dance groups. We performed for
many years at the Festival of Nations as part of over
twenty groups in two days, the California State Fair in
Sacramento, Vyts Beliajus fundraisers as far away as
Los Angeles, Saint Blaise Day in San Francisco,
Croatian Fraternal Union and church events. We also
danced at the annual "Parnes" folk concerts in Los
Angeles. This continued through the 1950's.

The concept of circle dancing was, and still is, a
thrill for me ever since childhood. Other nationalities
from the Balkans and beyond use that formation and
that attracted my going to their functions, mostly
summer picnics, and learning their dances. Serbian
music and dance was virtually the same as Croatian,
but the others, the Macedonian, Bulgarian, and Greek
were very different. | even took trips to Fresno to
learn the Armenian dances at their picnics (courtesy
of Frances Ajoian). So when | started teaching at the
Stockton Folk Dance Camp in 1951, for a 15-year run,
these were the dances mostly taught-- the kolos and
dances of those Balkan countries and Armenia- all
dances of the people and all immigrant dances. Later
on were included some simpler choreographed dances
learned from Tanec and Kolo from Beograd, books
and other sources. Much of my teaching, or the
purpose of it, revolved round preparing the dancers
going to ethnic events and dancing with the people,
which was very common in those years. Just don't
wear your costume there! But do wear your Sunday
best, even at the picnics, as they all will be very well
dressed. Dances that | taught and still teach are
nearly all immigrant dances researched in their
communities-- dances which once learned you can go
to their communities all over America and dance right
along with them.
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But kolos and Balkan dances in general were not
readily accepted in the folk dance community; dances
were all couple dances with a lot of American square
dafichd. ThB GhcBps of iRdiviudl Yandh & a circle
was foreign to them and men didn't think much of
holding hands with each other. So it was very much
an uphill struggle in promoting these dances. It took a
younger generation many years later to experience
the thrill of these dances and by their numbers get
them accepted. Today the pendulum has swung
completely to the other side. | was active in the San
Francisco area from 1947 to 1964 when | moved to
Los Angeles. In Los Angeles | devoted most of my
time to the store which was very successful but took
seven days a week of my time, and later my family
obligations as well. Dancing was here and there now
and then; the Intersection (mostly Greek/Balkan) was
a real get-away. Therefore nearly all of my work was
in the San Francisco area while | was younger, and
the many years introducing kolos and other Balkan
dances at the Stockton Folk Dance Camp. Still
enthusiastic about dancing and teaching, but
limitations are creeping in.

MILESTONES IN MY LIFE

1. June 26, 1924 - Born in Pehlin, a village outside of
Rijeka, Croatia (then Fiume, Italy*).

2. June 5, 1931 - (age 7) Coming to America! Father
already in Gary, Indiana many years preparing the
way

3. June 26, 1941 - (age 17) went to Arizona alone for
reasons of health.

4. 1946 - Working for Southern Pacific Railroad
transferred to Central California, Coast Route.

5. 1946 - Convinced parents to move from Gary to
Oakland, quit work after 4 years with SP.

6. 1947 - Discovered Folk Dancing! And danced 67
nights a week.

7.1948 - Formed "Yugoslav Folk Dancers" club and
exhibition group.

8. 1949 - Opened first record shop in Oakland
featuring international -ethnic and folk dance records.

9. 1949 - First year at the Stockton Folk Dance Camp,
what a thrill!
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