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John Filcich is our feature of this issue, as we note 
his contributions to folk dance. You can celebrate his 
life with him in not one, but two parties - detailed in 
the Calendar and on the Scene. 

Thirty questions challenge your knowledge of folk 
dance facts (answers given later), thanks to Rich 
Duree. 

Read what your fellow dances have to say - 
including John - in Dancers Speak and Poetry Corner. 

The Club directory is the full version in this issue. 

Be of good cheer! 

 

Pat Cross and Don Krotser 
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Federation Corner 
OPEN LETTER TO THE FEDERATION 
Subject: Federation óPromotion Fundô 

Disclaimer: The following represents the opinions 
of the author only, and does not necessarily reflect 
those of the Folk Dance Scene Committee. 

The Folk Dance Federation of California (which is 
the official name for what we in the South, call the 
North) has a program called the Promotion Fund. It 
has been in existence since 2005, but few of us here 
are aware of it. Is it designed to help clubs and 
individuals fund events which would help promote 
folk dancing. It seems to me to be an excellent idea, 
and to my way of thinking is, or should be, the main 
purpose of having a federation. I canôt think of any 
better use for the finances of Federation.  

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the 
concept, and encourage adopting it, or a 
modification of it, for us in the South (officially the 
Folk Dance Federation of California, South). Some 
years ago we started something similar on a smaller 
scale. The South would underwrite expenses for an 
event, (primarily a festival) up to $400. This was 
utilized by a number of clubs, and made holding 
such events possible. It also in some cases allowed 
the admission to be free, thus encouraging 
prospective dancers to come in and try folk dancing. 
Then the limit was reduced to $300, and would only 
cover 75% of the cost. While still helpful, I felt it was 
a step in the wrong direction, since many clubs had 
serious financial problems and could not afford even 
the 25% óco-payô. Plus, rising expenses made total 
costs exceed the limit. So some clubs didnôt hold 
events, or ówent into the holeô by doing so. 

By contrast, the North will reimburse up to $2000 
per event (to a total of $6000 for the year). It does 
require that the application state how the event will 
promote folk dancing, and the awarding is decided 
by a committee of three people. Of course, the 
applicants must be a member or a club of the 
Federation.  

Our treasury can well afford this, and I feel it is 
important for us to do so. We have seen many 
camps close, many clubs dwindle in attendance, or 
go out of business altogether. The number of 
festivals per year used to be practically one per 
month, and it is now reduced to 3 or 4 a year. It is 
time to act before folk dancing dries up entirely! 
More events would surely help prevent this. 

I call upon the South to set up a small committee 
to study what the North has done, make a 
recommendation to the Council, and have it 
approved by the next Council meeting. 

Jay Michtom 
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Being exposed to folk dancing by seeing a summer 
festival one Sunday afternoon in a park in Oakland, 
California in 1947, I said that that's for me --next time 
I'm going to be there dancing with them. An 
announcement said that a beginnerôs class was 
starting at the high school so there I was, and soon 
dancing up to seven nights a week. I remembered the 
kolo dancing at every event back in Gary and danced 
kolos in the San Francisco area ethnic events. The 
very next year I formed an ethnic group, the Yugoslav 
Folk Dancers commonly known in the community as 
'the kolo group'. We met every Wednesday at a 
school, for fun, and also to prepare for exhibiting at 
both ethnic and folk dance groups. We performed for 
many years at the Festival of Nations as part of over 
twenty groups in two days, the California State Fair in 
Sacramento, Vyts Beliajus fundraisers as far away as 
Los Angeles, Saint Blaise Day in San Francisco, 
Croatian Fraternal Union and church events. We also 
danced at the annual "Parnes" folk concerts in Los 
Angeles. This continued through the 1950's. 

 

The concept of circle dancing was, and still is, a 
thrill for me ever since childhood. Other nationalities 
from the Balkans and beyond use that formation and 
that attracted my going to their functions, mostly 
summer picnics, and learning their dances. Serbian 
music and dance was virtually the same as Croatian, 
but the others, the Macedonian, Bulgarian, and Greek 
were very different. I even took trips to Fresno to 
learn the Armenian dances at their picnics (courtesy 
of Frances Ajoian). So when I started teaching at the 
Stockton Folk Dance Camp in 1951, for a 15-year run, 
these were the dances mostly taught-- the kolos and 
dances of those Balkan countries and Armenia-- all 
dances of the people and all immigrant dances. Later 
on were included some simpler choreographed dances 
learned from Tanec and Kolo from Beograd, books 
and other sources. Much of my teaching, or the 
purpose of it, revolved round preparing the dancers 
going to ethnic events and dancing with the people, 
which was very common in those years. Just don't 
wear your costume there! But do wear your Sunday 
best, even at the picnics, as they all will be very well 
dressed. Dances that I taught and still teach are 
nearly all immigrant dances researched in their 
communities-- dances which once learned you can go 
to their communities all over America and dance right 
along with them.  

 

But kolos and Balkan dances in general were not 
readily accepted in the folk dance community; dances 
were all couple dances with a lot of American square 
dancing. The concept of individual dancing in a circle 
was foreign to them and men didn't think much of 
holding hands with each other. So it was very much 
an uphill struggle in promoting these dances. It took a 
younger generation many years later to experience 
the thrill of these dances and by their numbers get 
them accepted. Today the pendulum has swung 
completely to the other side. I was active in the San 
Francisco area from 1947 to 1964 when I moved to 
Los Angeles. In Los Angeles I devoted most of my 
time to the store which was very successful but took 
seven days a week of my time, and later my family 
obligations as well. Dancing was here and there now 
and then; the Intersection (mostly Greek/Balkan) was 
a real get-away. Therefore nearly all of my work was 
in the San Francisco area while I was younger, and 
the many years introducing kolos and other Balkan 
dances at the Stockton Folk Dance Camp. Still 
enthusiastic about dancing and teaching, but 
limitations are creeping in.  

 

MILESTONES IN MY LIFE  

1. June 26, 1924 - Born in Pehlin, a village outside of 
Rijeka, Croatia (then Fiume, Italy*).  

2. June 5, 1931 - (age 7) Coming to America! Father 
already in Gary, Indiana many years preparing the 
way 

3. June 26, 1941 - (age 17) went to Arizona alone for 
reasons of health. 

4. 1946 - Working for Southern Pacific Railroad 
transferred to Central California, Coast Route. 

5. 1946 - Convinced parents to move from Gary to 
Oakland, quit work after 4 years with SP.  

6. 1947 - Discovered Folk Dancing! And danced 6-7 
nights a week. 

7. 1948 - Formed "Yugoslav Folk Dancers" club and 
exhibition group.  

8. 1949 - Opened first record shop in Oakland 
featuring international -ethnic and folk dance records. 

9. 1949 - First year at the Stockton Folk Dance Camp, 
what a thrill!  

John Filcich  

 21 June/July 2014 

 

Club Directory  


