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The Folk Dance Federation of Californiaôs Statewide 
Festival  awaits you at the end of the month, so we 
feature it in this issue. Lots of other things to see in 
the Redding area, too. Thanks to Dick Oakes for pic-
tures and the Teachers Corner.  

Check the Calendar and On the Scene for other 
happenings. 

Enjoy what your fellow dancers have to say and do 
in Dancers Speak, Recent Events, and Poetry Corner. 

Club directory is the long version this month.  

Be of good cheer! 

Pat Cross and Don Krotser 
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Federation South Officers  

President Valerie Daley (805) 647-1634 

Vice-President Lynn Bingle (626) 914-4006 

Treasurer Rick Bingle (626) 914-4006 

Secretary Carl Pilsecker (562) 865-0873 

Membership Steve Himel (949) 646-7082 

Historian Carol Wall (562) 862-0521 

Publicity Leslie Halberg (661) 296-0481 

For information about dancing in the area, contact the 
Federation at (310) 478-6600 or Federation website: 
SoCalFolkdance.org 

Teachers Corner 

Roberto Bagnoli  

Roberto Bagnoli grew up in Rome, 
where he was first introduced to 
folk music and dance, eventually 
taking part in several performances 
and teaching dance classes. He 
subsequently studied various forms 
of folk dance in workshops 
throughout Europe, Israel, and 

North America under the guidance of renowned 
choreographers and teachers. 

Roberto now lives in Reggio Emilia in Northern 
Italy, considered to have one of the most important 
dance communities in Italy.  

From 1995 to 2003, he performed as a dancer and 
choreographer with the Terra di Danza Dance 
Company and was involved in the production 
of Raggi di luna Italiana and Capriccio 
Italiano (Italian dances),  GiroGiroMondo(dances 
from around the world),  Keltic Emotion (Celtic 
dances), Mazal Tov (Israeli dances), 
and Ethnos (international folk dances). He is the 
founder of Folk Atelier Reggio Emilia (FARE), 
devoted to the development and conservation of folk 
dance heritage. 

As director of FARE, he is in charge of organizing 
and conducting folk dance classes, workshops with 
Italian and foreign specialists, and of the performing 
sector, staging various performances, parties, and 
dance gatherings. 

In recent years, he has organized some of the 
most important annual folk dance events in Italy, 
such as, Balkanot Israeli and Balkan Dance 
Camp, Maratona di Danza folk dance marathon, 
and Camp Yofi Israeli Dance Camp in Lago di Garda. 
He has completed the training program in Folk 
Dance Teaching led by Jan Knoppers from the 

National Dance Academy of Rotterdam, Netherlands. 

Roberto teaches weekly classes in various cities in 
the north of Italy and conducts monthly sessions in 
Rome and Milan besides conducting workshops and 

Teachers Corner continues on page 14. 
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Statewide 2014  
YOU'RE COMING TO REDDING, AREN'T YOU?  

Send in your registration form, make your hotel 
reservations, and come for a great long weekend of 
dancing! The Folk Dance Federation of Californiaôs 
Statewide Festival will be held in truly northern 
California this year. The Redding International Folk 
Dancers are the organizers of this year's event taking 
place at the Odd Fellows Hall in Palo Cedro, just 
outside Redding. Although this is a California 
statewide festival, participants from all states are 
encouraged to attend. 

For many years the Statewide Festival was held in 
mid-May, but to make time in the schedule for more 
events, this yearôs will be on the three-day Memorial 
Day Weekend, May 23-26. Talk about getting more 
bang for your buck! Friday kicks off the festival with 
an evening party (recorded music). Saturday and 
Sunday include a full schedule of teaching institutes 
by day, parties with live music at night, and some 
surprises in between! On Monday there are teaching 
reviews and the Federationôs Installation of Officers 
luncheon. There is so much to do in this area. If you 
can take the time, drive up early or stay a few extra 
days and enjoy the area! 

The theme this year is the ñHoney Bee Bashò in 
honor of Palo Cedroôs status as the Honeybee Queen 
Capitol of the World. Hard to believe, but its true: our 
little country town is famous for something.  

The highlight of the festival will be the teaching 
institutes. Internationally renowned Roberto Bagnoli 
will be joining us from Italy to teach international 

couplesô dances. Although many here in California 
associate Roberto with Italian couple dances, he is 
known all over Europe for his far -ranging repertoire 
and we're delighted he is joining us. And beloved 
Romanian dance teachers, Sonia Dion and Cristian 
Florescu will be flying in from Montreal to teach non -
partner dances. They have brought us so many of our 
most popular dances: Dana, Chef, Hora de la Soroca, 
Opinca, Hora Veche, Hora Nuntasilor, Te Aven 
Baxtale. Donôt miss the chance to experience these 
top-notch teachers while they are on our side of the 
world. 

Two evenings of parties will feature live music with 
Chubritza from Arcata, playing from their varied 
repertoire of international folk dance music.  

Those attending the event (or their non -dancing 
travel companions) can enjoy local attractions such as 
Shasta Dam, Shasta Caverns, Lassen National Park, 
Mount Shasta, Shasta and Whiskeytown Lakes (for 
boating, fishing, hiking, picnics), Shasta State 
Historical Park and Courthouse Museum, Sundial 
Bridge and Turtle Bay Exploration Park and Museum, 
Sacramento River Walking Trails, Burney Falls, 
Cascade Theatre, and many other local recreations. 
For a complete listing of local attractions, including 
those appropriate for children (or grandchildren), visit 
our website. 

More information, including special hotel rates and 
registration, can be found on the Federation website 
www.folkdance.com 

Lenore Frigo 
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