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Directory  

 3 November 2012 

 

Many subscribers received their October copy of 
Folk Dance Scene late. We apologize for that, but the 
copies were delivered to the Post Office in sufficient 
time. A substitute employee, not familiar with bulk 
mail procedures was probably the cause of the delay. 

We werenôt able to fit all in the poetry page, so here 
is the rest of Camilleôs contribution: 

Now a little gift to give yourself:  

List 20 things for which you are grateful; add more 
tomorrowéand tomorrow. 

Be of good cheer! 

 

Pat Cross and Don Krotser 
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Federation Corner 

California has always 
been home. I was born in 
San Francisco and raised in 
Burbank. Dancing has al-
ways been a part of my life. 
It started early, about age 
8, with tap and ballet at the 
Burbank Parks and Recrea-
tion Center. From there I 
graduated into ballroom 
dancing in junior high and 
high school and then col-
lege. As a Girl Scout my 
favorite dances were Lili Marlene, and Virginia Reel. 
Gordon and I married in 1961 after meeting at Lock-
heed Aircraft in Van Nuys. Gordon finished putting 
me through nursing school at UCLA with graduation 
in 1965, a BS in nursing. Further studies and exams 
gave me a Master's degree and a license as a nurse 
practitioner.  For 28 years I worked as a school 
nurse for Montebello Schools. 

Folk dancing began in the 80s with an invitation 
from a friend to join a German performing group in 
Glendora, The Enzianers.  Our daughters, Susan 
and Maryann, danced with us at Octoberfests for 
awhile but then went away to school, got married 
and busy with their families.  After our German 
group got smaller and smaller and finally disbanded, 
we tried round dancing, square dancing, and clog-
ging, and then  started dancing with Narodni in the 
early 90s. A friend of Gordon's referred us. The 
Narodni Board has kept me busy with jobs as VP, 
Secretary, and Publicity.  Carl Pilsecker  introduced 
us to the Federation Council where I've served as 
Membership Chair, a Narodni Delegate, and now 
Historian. I'm also on the Camp Hess Kramer Com-
mittee for the October Folk Dance Workshop Week-
end and have had the pleasure of being the camp 
nurse at many weekends.  Through folk dancing 
we've met and become good friends with many won-
derful people. 

I like bicycling, bike trips with Bicycle Adventures, 
and traveling with our grandchildren (Jasmine, Caro-
line, and Katie) anywhere from Washington DC to 
Seattle.  A hobby I enjoyed for about 25 years was 
raising birds (parakeets and cockatiels) in aviaries in 
the back yard.  Life is good. 

Is there any dancing history you would like to 
share with the Federation? Send me an e-mail and 
we'll work on it.  

Carol Wall <g -cwall@earthlink.net>  
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Thanksgiving and Harvest Festivals  
Erntedankfest: Thanksgiving in Germany, The 
Many Different Thanksgivings  

By Hyde Flipp 

The first thing you learn when you begin 
researching Thanksgiving traditions ð in the 
Americas, in Germany, or elsewhere ð is that most of 
what we "know" about the holiday is bunk.  

For starters, where was the first thanksgiving 
celebration in North America? Most people assume it 
was the well-known 1621 harvest celebration of the 
Pilgrims in New England. But beyond the many myths 
associated with that event, there are other claims to 
the first American thanksgiving celebration. These 
include Juan Ponce De Leonôs landing in Florida in 
1513, Francisco V§squez de Coronadoôs service of 
thanksgiving in the Texas Panhandle in 1541, as well 
as two claims for thanksgiving observances in 
Jamestown, Virginia ð in 1607 and 1610. Canadians 
claim that Martin Frobisherôs 1576 thanksgiving on 
Baffin Island was the first. Of course, Native 
Americans, very much involved in the New England 
events, have their own perspective on all of this.  

But the offering of thanks at harvest time is not 
unique to America. Such observances are known to 
have been held by the ancient Egyptians, Greeks, and 
many other cultures throughout history. The 
American celebration itself is an historically recent 
development, in fact connected only tenuously to any 
of the so-called "first" thanksgivings. The American 
thanksgiving of 1621 was all but forgotten until the 
19th century. The 1621 event was not repeated, and 
what many consider the first authentic Calvinist, 
religious thanksgiving did not take place until 1623 in 
Plymouth Colony. Even then it was celebrated only 
occasionally in some regions for decades, and has 
only been a U.S. national holiday on the fourth 
Thursday in November since the 1940s. President 
Lincoln declared a national Day of Thanksgiving on 
October 3, 1863. But it was a one-time event, and 
future Thanksgiving observances were based on the 
whims of various presidents until President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt signed a bill creating the current holiday 
in 1941. 

Canadians began their second-Monday-in-October 
Thanksgiving observance in 1957, although the 
official holiday actually goes back to 1879, making it a 
much older national observance than the U.S. 
holiday. Canadaôs Dankfest was celebrated annually 
on November 6th until it was moved to Monday, 

giving Canadians a long weekend. Canadians 
adamantly deny any connection between their 
Thanksgiving and the American Pilgrim tradition. They 
prefer to claim the English explorer Martin Frobisher 
and his 1576 Thanksgiving on what is now Baffin 
Island ï which they assert was the "real" first 
Thanksgiving in North America, beating the Pilgrims 
by 45 years (but not the Florida or Texas claims).  

Thanksgiving in German Europe has a long 
tradition, but one that is different in many ways from 
that in North America. First of all, the Germanic 
Erntedankfest ("harvest festival of thanks") is 
primarily a rural and a religious celebration. When it 
is celebrated in larger cities, it is usually part of a 
church service and not anything like the big 
traditional family holiday in North America. Although 
it is celebrated locally and regionally, none of the 
German-speaking countries observes an official 
national Thanksgiving holiday on a particular day, as 
in Canada or the U.S. 

In German-speaking countries, Erntedankfest is 
often celebrated on the first Sunday in October, 
which is usually also the first Sunday following 
Michaelistag  or Michaelmas  (29 Sept.), but 
various locales may give thanks at different times 
during September and October. This puts the 
Germanic thanksgiving closer to Canadaôs 
Thanksgiving holiday in early October. 

A typical Erntedankfest celebration at Berlinôs 
Evangelisches Johannesstift Berlin  is an all-day 
affair held in late September. A typical Fest begins 
with a service at 10:00 am. A Thanksgiving 
procession is held at 2:00 pm and concludes with the 
presenting of the traditional "harvest 
crown" (Erntekrone). At 3:00 pm thereôs music ("von 
Blasmusik bis Jazz"), dancing, and food inside and 
outside the church. A 6:00 pm evening service is 
followed by a lantern and torch parade 
(Laternenumzug) for the kids ð with fireworks! The 
ceremonies end around 7:00 pm.  

Some aspects of the New Worldôs Thanksgiving 
celebration have caught on in Europe. Over the past 
few decades, Truthahn (turkey) has become a 
popular dish, widely available in German-speaking 
countries. The New World bird is valued for its 
tender, juicy meat, slowly usurping the more 
traditional goose (Gans) on special occasions. (And 
like the goose, it can be stuffed and prepared in 
similar fashion.) But the Germanic Erntedankfest is 
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