


SEEN ON THE SCENE
U. C. BERKELEY FOLX DANCERS

The U. C. Berkeley Folk Dancers, a club sponsored by the Department of Physical Education,
began under the leadership of Lucille Czarnowski, and, like most university clubs, it, too,
has gone through many changes in its "life style" in the past ten years. As adviescr to
this club since 1960, I refer affectionately and somewhat bewilderedly to this process as
the "grope, stumble and carry-on" methcd.

Prior to 1960, the membership was "closed" after the third week of each new semester, but
this policy did not reflect the new "spirit" as carried on by the rough and ready Hiking

Club, dancing under the leadership of John Fitz, nor was it in keeping with the "revolu-

tionary" zeal of the gixties. That period in our history was fraught with upheasvel; the

clut responded to the needs and attitudes of the new breed so that now there is no formal
membership. Doors are open to not only the U, C. campus community, but to students from

nearby campuses and folk dancers from out of town. The music bellowing forth from Hearst
Gymnasium isg an enticement to join in and move,

Fxcept for special occasions when there is a workehop with visiting master teachers, the
student leaders do the teaching (& to 11 - Mondays for beginners; Wednesdays, intermediate
and advanced). Folk dancers from other places who come for the first time on a Monday night
are awestruck to see as many as 150-2C0 on the dance floor. 4 colorful tradition is dancing
on the lawn every Friday during the noon hour, while on Friday nights Co-Recreation sponsors
the club in an evening of general dancing. In addition to these regular meetings the club
sponscrs, as mentioned, master workshops, weekend retreats at neighboring campgrounde, lawn
parties (whimsically referred to as "Grass Festivels"), pot-luck supper dances, ski excur-
sions, and, this year, its second annual Folk Dance Festival,

From time to time, the club has had an exhibition group, but this has not been its forte.
Almost at the drop of a hat, however, 8 or 10 couples can be summoned together to dance

for groups requiring their services. Entrance on normal nights of teaching costs 15¢ - the
average weekly income based on this'donation' is about $35. Last year there was enough in
the treasury to send eight students on whole or half-scholarships to the various camps. The
club also gives several scholarships to the Kolo Festival and recently, to the Aman Insti-
tute. It ie expected that these students will return to teach the material they have learned.

Visitors to the club, and even U, C. students themselves, have a variety of reactions to the
scene, I've heard everything from "I love the action, vitality and sociability = so many
good dancers, such a large repertoire!" to "What chaos, what a very snobbish, unfriendly
bunch, They don't do dances the way I learned them - too much Balkenl, etc. Well, it's

all true, but we do work hard to reduce the shortcomings, and most of all, to improve the
level of dancing. Since it was decided to keep the doors open, we have yet to figure out

a way to cope with the constant stream of beginners with their unbridled and unrefined energy
who seem to come more for "therapy" of a sort than a folk dance experience.

Formal classes in folk dance offered by the Department seem to be the best training ground
and it's out of these classes that many of our more, polished dancers emerge to eventually
lead and teach., Other places to dance at Cal are: International House on Friday nights,
Hillel on Tuesdays, and U, C, Squares on Thursdays; in the community, at O'Aitos and the
Mandala .

Whet I like best and appreciate most about my association with U. C. students, especially
the club officers with whom I work closely, is their boundless enthusiasm for dancing, their
enormous organizational talents, their wide interests, and their devotion, as evidenced by
the many hours they give to the club each week.

Our first annual Spring Festival last year was an extraordinary event, for at the base of
ite planning and production was the loving philosophy of the students. Come if you can to
the one on April 14-16 and I think you'll agree that all's well at Berkeley.

- = Sunni Bloland - =
(Other reviews on page 5)
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OUR COVER THIS MONTH

"ABRIL IM PORTUGAL" is a supper club on
the Rua das Tiapes in Lisboa, where folk
dancing is part of the scene, And the
costumes of Portugal are on the cover
part of our "Scene" this April... A
young senhorita leads a yoke of oxen out
to work in the area of Minho. From the
region of Pinhao to the east of that, in
the picture directly below, we have pea--
sants bringing in the grapes for the
wine-making - province of Alto Douro. In
the center, a woman heads for Oporto with
a catech of fish to sell in the old market)
place. In the upper right, you have a

(Continued on Page 5)

dates to
remember

(Some important events of the next two months)

APR, 9 - Sebastopol - Apple Bloseom Festival

APR. 14-16 - Berkeley = Annual Festival at U. C,.

APR, 14-15 - Pago Pago - Flag Day Festival & Concerts
APR, 16 - San Francisco = Blosson Festival

APR, 21-22 - Los Angeles - Aman at the Music Center
APR, 23 = Culver City = Westwood Co-op Festival
APR. 29 = Van Nuys = Haverim's Kol Ha Aviv Festival
MAY 1 - Honolulu - Lei Day

MAY 6 - Los Angeles = Idyllwild Bacchanal

MAY 13-14 - Ojai = Ojei Folk Dancers Festival

MAY 20 - Los Angeles - Hungarian "Echoes of Home"
MAY 26-28 = Sacramento = Statewide 1972
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FROM THE EDITORS

Thanks to Avis for her assistance in helping uc get
the last issue collated, and also to Gerry Gordon
and her Westwood Stamping Society who between them
whiled away spare time (they actually did have some!)
at the Hess Kramer weekend and rubber stamped enough
manila envelopes for both this and next month's mail-
ings of "Scene". And, of course, to Chuck Thompson
for the loan of the second typewriter. Now it is
possible for two to work at once - while ye Editor
roughs out the copy, Joan can be working on the
finished job to ready it up for the orinter.
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Please, again we beseech you - send us your change of
address before you move, and let us have it by the 23rd
of the month preceding the move at the very latest!
If you don't have your new address yet, let us know
that, too, and we'll hold your "Scene" for you till
you're settled.

PR EEE
Like we keep saying - it sure is helpful when the fea-
ture ctories come in by the 15th, and we don't have
everything piled up to type at the last minute. The
Berkeley, Haverim and Statewide stories came along in
plenty of time and helped ease this month's heavy
load..s As for the flyers, all those pertaining to
"Statewide" are grouped, and since there were a dozen
in early, we were able to collate them a bit ahead of
time, another help when the issue is as large as this
one.
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Don't forget to check with the "Caboose" on the last
page. Ve hold that one back from the printer until
the last minute in order to catch any emergency "stoo-
press" items or changes that may come in after the

deadline,
YRR VA A

Add to your "Dates to Remember" above - the Youth
and Family Festival in Altadena on “unday afternoon,
April 30. . ., Date and place for the Rubi Memorial
event uncertain at this moment.
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