BLACK KAG
(Englieh)

Black Mag 1= one of the beat known of the English country dances.
Choreographically 1t follews the design of many of the dances of the
Elizabethan period=-arranged; perhaps, to it varlons ballads and
instrumental alrs of the time. All these dances hawve thres parts, scne
with distinot melodies and different rhythns in each section. The
rhythm may vary even within the section. An introduction precedes the
main figure or pattern of each part: The introduetions all seem to
follow the same order, nanely, (1) Forward and Back a Double, (2)
Siding, and (3) Arming.

The English had & custom of naming lnne, taverms, wlllages, atcs
after lmportant domestic aninals; which may be the explanation for the
nama of this dance.

Black NHag was collected and notated by Cecil Sharp, with the
eriginal transcription located In the archives of the Cecll Eharp
House, London, England.

Record Flayford Tances 4, 7 E ¢ 8666, side 2, band 1 (45 rpn).

Formationy Three cpls in & lonowaye formatlon all facing front of room
with W on ptras B« Cpl 1 is nearest front of roon.

1230
Top Bottom

123 (n
Meter) 6/8

Steps and Forward o Pouble end Backs With F hands joined about shldr

Figures; helght, take 4 light running steps fwd {beg R), and 4 ateps
bkwds (A varlation is done with 2 lisht runnirng steps, R, L,
fwd, then in place one "three," R=-I~-R; then blkwd L, K, L-R=-L.)}

Turn Singles Release hands and turn individually te R (CW)
in place with 4 running steps beg Ee

8idinz: Ptre face, move Forward a Double, exchanging places
by passing L shldrs, on the last step make a half-turn,
pivoting imward (70W) to face ptr. Return to places with

a Forward and Double, passing R shldra. Tt 1s helpful for
ptra to maintain eye contact on this figure.

Arming: Arm R = ptras face, move twd each other with 2
running steps, hook f elbows, and turn CW with & steps; move
back into orig pos on steps 7 and B.

Arm L = same actlon as for Arm R, except pirs hook L elbows.

Hey For Threes Mo« 1 face down, Hos 2 and 3 ups Hoe. 1 and
? pass R shldrs while NHos 3 pauses slightly to glve Koo 1 and
2 a chance to move. No. 1 and 3 pass L shldrs while No. 2
contimues (eee diasram below). No. £ amd 3 pass R shldrs
while No: 1 centlnues. These steps cosplete the first half
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of the pattern. No. 1 and 3 have changed pos; No. 2 is in
orig place. The second half 18 conpleted as deslgnated
in the dlagram; all continue to move in a figure-elght
pattern as shown in dlagran.

Fattern

OIS TION
Omne chords Acknowledge ptry face twd the top of the set
and joln B hands.
FIG Is Forward a Double and Slide

All move fwd a double. Without turning around, move bwd a
double. Use light, spriney running steps.

That againi repeat actlon of A, meas 1=4.

Cpl 1 face and joln both hands. Move with & slip steps sdwd
to ML, W A« A 8lip step 1s a slide step (step to side, close
other ft to 1t wlth wt and repeat).

Cpl 2 repeat actlon of Mo. 1, Bl' meas 1=2s
Cpl 3 repeat action of No. 1, Byy meas 1=2.
All Turn Slngle.

Cpl 3 face, join both hands, and with 4 slip steps sdwd (M R,
¥ L) move to orlg place.

Cpl 2 repeat action of Hos. 3, BE' mens L=2s
Cpl 1 repeat action of Ho. 3, EE“ meas 1=2.
All Turn Singles ;

FIG 11y Siding and Diagonals
Ftrs remaln facing and “side,” using a 1llght running step.
Repeat action of meas 1-4 (Fig II).

¥With R shldrs leading and passing back to back, M 1 and W
3 change places with & slip steps.

With B shldrs leading, passing back to back, W 1 and ¥ 3
change placzes with 4 slip steps.

E shldrs leading, passing back to back, W 2 and ¥ 2 change
places with 4 slip steps.

All Turn Single.
Eepeat action of Bl' meas 1=8, all cpls returning to their

orlg places. E:.ﬂ-.g,-u._'?':flw u-i.’.#"-‘- ‘
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FIG ITI3; Arm and Hey

Pirs remaln facing and Arm Right.

Ptres Arm Left.

All M, using a skipping step, dance the Hey in their line.

All W, using a skipping step, dance the Hey in thelr line.
M Turn Single on the last 4 beats of the music, and all bow
to ptx.
Notei When dancers become profilclent in dancing the Hey,
epl 3 may begin immediately by turning outward R
to make small loop and by having continuous movements




