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BATRINESCU

Maramures Region (Romania)

Batrinescu (buh-tree-NESS~-koo, "old-timers' dance") is a men's cilrcle dance
from the village of Ieud (yeh=-00D) in Maramures, northern Romania. It is one of two
exclusively men's dances done in Ieud, the second being fzerorescu (feh-chor-ESS-koo,
"voung men's dance"). These two dances are done in succession (bairinescu first) as
the opening "set" at a regqular dance gathering in Ieud, and then that same set 1s
repeated again later after a set of two couple dances. Dance cycles of this type
are typical of Transylvania.

Recording: Fuge Imaginea FI 102-B, Batrinescu.

Rhythm and meter: This dance is conventicnally notated in 2/4 meter. Its
step patterns have a great variety of rhythm patterns, and these will be given
below along with the descriptions of the wvarious figures.

Formation: Men in a circle with hands joined either at shoulder height ("W"
position), down at sides ("V" position), or, less often, with arms on each other's

shoulders.

MEASURE ACTION

In the description belcw, the letter "S" (Slow) will indicate a quarter-
note value (J ) and the letter "g" (quick) will indicate an elghtn-note

value (J').

Figure 1

Facing very slightly to R of center and with circle moving CCW:

1 g Audible step with Rft, with slight flex of R knee
q Tap L heel fwd (no wt)
g Step Lft beside Rft
g Step Rft in LOD

2 g Audible step with Lft, closing to REt
g Tap R heel fwd
g Step Rft in LOD
q Step Lft beside Rft, closing to Rft
Repeat this figure until the leader changes to another figure.
Figure 2
Facing center or very slightly R of center and moving very gradually
CCW:

1 S Audible step with Rft slightly R; Lft is in air a bit out to side

g Hop in place on Rft, swinging Lft across in front
q Hop again on Rft, leaving Lft across in front

(continued)
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2 G Step LIt in place
g Tar R nheel fwd (no wt)
g Ster REft slightly R
¢ Step Lit closing to Rft
Figure 3
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Same as meas 1 of Figure 2.

2 S Step LIt in place, with Rft cut a bit to sicde
Q@ Hop on LIt moving slightly R and clicking R he
¢ Hcp on LIt again clicking R heel acainst L hee
Note: This figure can be dcne without the seccend

ing Rft up a blt beside L lower leg.

Figure 4
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Same ac

meverse footwork of meas

AW

2 Same as meas 1 of Tigure 2

4 S Leap to L on both feet together,
S ILeap tc R on both feet together,

5 S Ieap to L on roth feet tcgether,
g Audible step with Rft to R
G Audible step with LIt closing to
Figure 5

1-2 S Jump onto both £t together, Xknees
q Sounce on poitnh £t together, knees
S Zounce on both £t together, knees
g 2ounce on poth £t together, Knees
S Bounce on oth £t together, Knees

Note: This step can
on each beat (S-g-S-g-5).

Iigure ©

1-2 S Land on kbotn £t about ©" apart
g Click heels together, coming slig
S Land on both £t about &" arpart
g Click heels together, coming slic
S Land on both £t akbout ©" apart

Note: This step can also be accompa
front on each beat (S-g-S-c¢c-8).
SZQUZNCE: The seguence and lsncth of time fo
the discretion of some individual in the circ
dancerxs change to wnatever figurs he does as
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